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WHY CHINA WILL NEED MILLIONS OF BIBLES 


Comparison of the new Phonetie Script with the old Script. 
39 symbols instead of 50,000. Now everybody can learn to 

read. The Bible is being printed in the new Script. What 
a vase circulation it may have! (See pages 122 and 123.) 
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The Year 1919 and the American Bible Society 


Extracts from the One Hundred and Fourth Annual Report of the 
Board of Managers 


Issues were over 2,000,000 speci 

a an year of abnormal conditions Army and Navy. Scena cure en 
has naturally _ produced other than show an issue during 1919 of 1,954,671 volumes 
normal results in the issue of Scriptures. An as against 1,368,769 in 1918, being an ex- 
encouraging fea- cess of over 500,000 
ture has been that olarneoue Sie oe 
the number of com- crease was practi- 
plete Bibles issued cally all in China 
was greater than in where the issues 
any of the previous rose again to over 
years; and the one and a quarter 
number of complete million. It may be 
Bibles in propor- remarked that the 
tion to the total increase in the pro- 
of volumes issued portion, as well as 
has been greater in the absolute 
than for the past number, of com- 
nine years. But the plete Bibles issued 
continuation of is observable in the 
diminished appro- Foreign Agencies, 
priations and the where 50,076 were 
increased cost of issued in 1919 as 
labor and material against 25,337 in 

the world around < 1918. 
have inevitably re- The wonderful 
sulted in a de- record of 1918 in 
creased total of is- the issues from the 
sues for the year Bible House, which 
under review. This were the greatest in 
holds true in the its history and to- 
Foreign Agencies, taled over4,480,000, 
but especially so of makes the contrast 
the issues from the with the record of . 
Bible House, since the present year 
the abnormal out- very marked. In 
put of Scriptures the issue of com- 
for the Army and plete Bibles, how- 
Navy practically ever, there has been 
ceased with 1918. a distinct gain in 
The data show the Home Agencies 


that during 1919 also, 299,816 having 
been sent out in 


the total issues were TO THE SYRIANS THE BIBLE SOCIETY BECOMES A SYRIAN 
3,752,309 volumes, THAT THE SYRIANS MAY BE WON 1919 as contrasted 
consisting of 354, Joshua Aylor is a Syrian Colporteur in Kizranau with 208,7 88 in 


387 Bibles, 689,967 1918. The issues 
Testaments, 2,707,955 portions. The de- from the Bible House, including 12 volumes 
crease in the total issues is largely in the purchased by Home Agencies, were 1,734,864 
New Testaments, of which, in 1918, there volumes, consisting of 299,816 Bibles, 557,829 
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Testaments, and 877,219 portions—of which 
2,129 were volumes of Scripture in embossed 
types for the blind. 

The total of issues is found by adding to the 
figures already given, those reported by foreign 
correspondents amounting so far to 4,495 
Bibles, 9,546 Testaments, and 48 733 portions, 
or a total of 62,774 volumes. The largest 
number of these were reported by the Belgian 
Society and the Evangelical Society of Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

The records of the past 103 years added to 
the issues during 1919 show that the Society 
has supplied 82,697,551 volumes in the United 
States, and 55,206,388 volumes in foreign 
lands. 


Issues of 104 Years 


THE TOTAL ISSUES OF THE SOCIETY IN THE 
ONE HUNDRED AND FOUR YEARS OF ITS SERVICE 
HAVE BEEN ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN 
MILLION, NINE HUNDRED AND THREE THOUSAND, 
NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-NINE (137,903,- 
939) VOLUMES. 


Circulation 


It will be recalled that the total circulation, 
as distinguished from the issues, is not recorded 
because data are not received from many of 
the agencies through which the distribution 
takes place. The circulation in_ the Home 
Agencies shows a total of 698,676 volumes, 
being a further marked decrease below that of 
the previous year—838,/33 volumes—and the 
circulation reported by the Foreign Agencies 
also fell below that of the previous year, being 
1,596,041 as against 1,785,153 during 1918. 
The Eastern Agency almost doubled its circu- 
lation during the year, and the Pacific Agency 
reported a slight increase on the record of the 
previous year. But the remaining seven Home 
Agencies report decreases, the largest being in 
the Northwestern Agency, explainable by the 
unusual supply of Scriptures to the soldiers the 
previous year in that Agency. In the Foreign 
Agencies, while great) China lagged a little 
behind the record of the previous year, as did 
the Levant and La Plata, Brazil more than 
doubled its circulation, and Mexico rose from 
70,000 to over 100,000, the Philippines also in- 
creasing from 45,000 to over 75,000. It must 
be added that the chief cause for the decrease 
in circulation both at home and abroad is re- 
ported to be the empty shelves of the de- 
positories—the simple fact that there were not 
books available to meet the very insistent and 
large demand. It is abundantly evident that 
the circulation would be easily and greatly 
eae if the Society could provide the 

ooks. 
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Our War Service 

The war service practically ended with the 
previous year. Nevertheless to supply Army 
and Navy hospitals, debarkation camps, and 
the regular forces of the United States, on 
whose behalf Scriptures wére desired, there 
were issued from the Bible House during 
1919, 2,346 Bibles, 181,590 Testaments, and 
195,152 portions, or a total of 379,088 of the 
special Army and Navy Scriptures. Adding 
these to the total at the end of last year— 
4,541,455—the Society supplied for our Ameri- 
can forces during the recent war 4,920,543 
volumes of Scripture. .A steady continuation 
of this ministry to the men of the Army and 
Navy of the United States is contemplated 
through the action of the Board of Managers 
authorizing the supply of these Scriptures so 
long as funds allow. 

During the year the series of vest-pocket 
Testaments in European languages, specially 
undertaken to meet needs in the Army and 
Navy of the United States, was further com- 
pleted. Testaments were published in Bo- 
hemian or Czech, French, Greek, Italian, 
Polish, Roumanian, Russian, Spanish, and 
Yiddish. 

Accurate report of the last war circulation 
by our foreign correspondents has not been re- 
ceived, but a fair estimate on the report sub- 
mitted by these correspondents would indicate 
that 41,270 further volumes of Scripture are to 
be added to the 1,846,488 volumes already re- 
ported as supplied by the American Bible So- 
ciety for the belligerent forces of other coun- 
tries, thus making a total of 1,887,758 volumes 
during the war. 

The total thus far recorded as distributed 
by the American Bible Society during the 
war among the forces engaged is therefore 
6,808,301. 

This is the marvelous result of a work under- 
taken in faith by the Board of Managers at 
the beginning of the war when there were no 
funds available for this special purpose. This 
faith has been justified by the American public, 
which responded by the contribution of 
$247,121.57 to the special Army and Navy 
Fund of the Society during this period. The 
expenses were $264,578.25, so that the Society 
carries only a comparatively small deficit of 
$17,456.68 on this account. 


Home Agencies 


A novel and encouraging feature of the year 


is mentioned by most of the Home Agency 
Secretaries. It is the unusual circulation of 
complete Bibles. This has been not only in 
the English language, but in 86 foreign lan- 
guages, and in 5 systems for the blind. A 


further fact mentioned is that these books are — 


} 
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wanted in the better bindings. This would 
seem to indicate both that the purchasers are 
in a better financial condition, and that the 
appreciation of the whole Bible is increasing. 
Another common experience of all the Agencies 
was the difficulty of obtaining the Scriptures 
because of the lack of stock and because of the 
difficulty of transportation. Several of the 
Agency Secretaries have rendered special ser- 
vice, either at the Headquarters in New York, 
or in connection with the Methodist Centenary 
Celebration at Columbus, Ohio—which took 
them from their own work for a few weeks at 


ALABAMA NEGROES ARE EAGER FOR THE COLPORTEUR’S 
MESSAGE 


a time. The health of all has been good in 
the main, and grateful recognition of this fact 
is made. a 

The Agencies are presented in the order of 
their establishment. 


Colored Agency 

The Rev. J. P. Wragg, D.D., the longest in 
service as a Home Agency Secretary and in 
charge of the oldest Agency—that for the 
Colored People—rejoices in the circulation of 
10,237 Bibles, 11,704 Testaments, and 10,126 
portions, totaling 32,067 volumes of Scripture. 
The working force at no time was over nine, 
and much of the time only two colporteurs. 
-- Nevertheless, 24,663 families were visited and, 
of 4,352 found without Bibles, 2,739 were sup- 
plied by free gifts, 15,675 miles having been 
traveled in the accomplishment of this work. 
With the opening of the new year Dr. Wragg 
has moved his headquarters from Atlanta, 
Georgia, to the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, the better to supervise his enlarged 
field, as elsewhere explained. 
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Northwestern Agency 

The Northwestern Agency, in the combina- 
tion of large area and population, is the biggest 
of the home agency fields, and is under the 
charge of the Rev. S. H. Kirkbride, D.D., with 
headquarters at Chicago, Ill. The Scriptures 
were distributed in 61 languages in that 
Agency. While the total circulation was less 
than that of the previous year, the number of 
complete Bibles circulated was 8,356 more; 
37,380 Bibles, 59,310 Testaments, and 68,625 
portions, or a total of 165,315 volumes having 
been circulated in its territory—the states of 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Wisconsin. An unprecedented 
call for whole Bibles, and these in various 
languages and higher prices, is recorded. 


South Atlantic Agency 

The hindrances common to all the 
Agencies bulked large in the experience 
of the Rev. M. B. Porter, Agency Sec- 
retary in charge of this Agency, with 
headquarters at Richmond, Va. Work 
was hindered by the condition of the 
money market, the upheavals in the labor 
world, the uncertainty of transportation, 
the insufficient appropriations, and limited 
supply of books. One of the by-products 
of the war is recorded in the statement 
that, in the experience of one of the work- 
ers, sales increased at least thirty-three 
per cent. since the world war began. 
The distribution reported consisted of 
16,476 Bibles, 24,575 Testaments, and 
30,512 portions, or a total of 71,563 vol- 
umes, accomplished by 42 workers traveling in 
the states of Virginia, West Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 


Western Agency 

~The most mountainous Agency is the West- 
ern, covering the states of Missouri, Kansas, 
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, 
New Mexico, and Arizona. Of it the Rev. 
Arthur F. Ragatz, D.D., is in charge at Denver, 
Colo. In this extensive and difficult area, 
through the co-operation of 13 colporteurs, 15 
correspondents, afd 24 voluntary workers, 
32,757 volumes of Scripture were distributed, 
consisting of 9,560 Bibles, 13,756 Testaments, 
and 9,441 portions. 

Dr. Ragatz came to New York and rendered 
important original help in the preparation of 
charts and other material for the Methodist 
Centenary at Columbus. The deep sympathy 
of his fellow-workers went out to Dr. Ragatz 
in July over the death of Mrs. Ragatz, who had 
made a long, brave effort to throw off a serious 
illness. 
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Pacific Agency 

This long drawn-out Agency, running from 
Washington down through Oregon and Cali- 
fornia, and including Nevada, has been di- 
rected, as in the past, by the Rev. A. Wesley 
Mell at San Francisco, Cal., though for a brief 
time he was called to the East to assist in the 
preparation of the Bible Society’s exhibit at 
the Methodist Centenary Celebration at Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. The Scriptures were circulated 
in 64 languages and dialects—an astonishing 
number that may well cause the reader to 
pause and realize something of the hetero- 
geneous population along our Pacific shores. 
Glad record is made of the fact that there was 
a larger co-operation on the part of regular 
church workers, interdenominational agencies, 
and independent self-supporting missionaries 
and personal workers. By the aid of 240 such 
volunteers, the 7 colporteurs and 91 corre- 
spondents, covering 31,148 miles of travel, 
visited over 15,173 families and supplied 
2,068 of the 3,080 found without the Scrip- 
tures. The circulation was 9,027 Bibles, 
14,722 Testaments, and 51,265 portions, 
making a total of 75,014 volumes, and 
thereby slightly exceeding the circulation of 
the year before. 


Southwestern Agency 

The huge state of Texas forms the nucleus 
and bulk of the Southwestern Agency, which 
also includes Arkansas, Louisiana, and Okla- 
homa, with Dallas, Tex., as the headquarters. 
Rejoicing in the opportunity and the accom- 
plishment of the year, and the great work of 
bringing the message of the Bible to those in 
need, the Rev. J. J. Morgan, Agency Secretary, 
mentions especially the demand for Family 
Bibles and the increased sale of whole Bibles. 
The happy effect of prohibition, the regrettable 
depletion of the stock of Scriptures, and the 
sale of 1,400 Spanish Bibles in fifteen days by 
one worker, are a few of the many striking 
facts of the year which saw the Scriptures 
circulated in 40 languages in this area; 
12,891 being Bibles, 26,653 Testaments, 
and 29,673 portions, making a total of 69,217 
volumes. 


Eastern Agency 

During nine months of the year, the Rev. 
H. J. Scudder was in charge of this Agency, 
comprising the state of New York and the 
neighboring northeast states so far as the field 
is not cared for by state and local Bible Socie- 
ties. On his resignation, the Rev. Samuel C. 
Benson became Agency Secretary. The cir- 
culation of Scriptures during 1919 was in 39 
languages and dialects, and was nearly double 
that of its predecessor, there having been 
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9,583 Bibles, 12,023 Testaments, and 36,717 
portions, or a total of 58,323 volumes circu- 
lated as against 30,093 in 1918. County fairs 
and work among the vast foreign population 
in this Agency were especially noted features 
of the year. 


Central Agency 

The Central Agency covers Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi, the work 
being supervised by the Rev. Frank Marston, 
D.D. Here, as elsewhere, there having been 
neither an adequate supply of Scriptures nor 
an adequate working force, the results of the 
year’s work were not as large as they have 
been in previous years. But the twelve col- 
porteurs and fourteen correspondents, some of 
whom worked only half time and others even 
less, visited 45,000 families and distributed 
13,237 Bibles, 23,615 Testaments and 13,291 
portions, or a total of 50,143 volumes, these 
being in 24 different languages. While the 
number circulated was not as large as other 
years, the average value of the volumes was 
greater. It may be noted that practically as 
many complete Bibles were circulated as 
portions. 


Atlantic Agency 

The Atlantic Agency is one of the smaller 
in size, but is large in population, and particu- 
larly in the variety of nationalities represented 
in the compact area of Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Delaware, which constitute the 
Agency. The Rev. Frank P. Parkin, D.D., 
with headquarters at Philadelphia, Pa., reports 
Scriptures circulated in 53 languages, and 5 ° 
systems of embossed type for the blind, during 
the year—showing a total of 144,277 volumes 
consisting of 27,186 Bibles, 23,509 Testaments, 
and 93,582 portions. An increased demand for 
foreign Bibles is an interesting development of 
the year. Dr. Parkin spent a portion of two 
months at the Bible House in New York in the 
fall in special duties connected with the observ- 
ance of Universal Bible Sunday. 


Foreign Agencies 
These Agencies are presented in geographi- 
cal arrangement, beginning with Latin America. 
Consolidating the lists of languages in which 
they report some circulation during the year, 
the result.is 101 languages and dialects, includ- 
ing 24 in China alone. 


West Indies 
_ This is the first full year of the administra- 
tion of the new Agency Secretary, Dr. José 
Marcial-Dorado. He has taken up his head- 
quarters at San Juan, Porto Rico, and from 
there he has had responsibility for the distribu- 
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tion of the Holy Scriptures in Cuba, Porto 
Rico, Haiti, San Domingo, Guadeloupe, Mar- 
tinique, and the other Lesser Antilles, the 
Virgin Islands, and Venezuela. Anyone look- 


ing at a map of the West Indies would observe 
the central location of Porto Rico and of San 


DONKEYS CARRY THE COLPORTEUR’S STOCK IN ARGENTINA 


Juan, its capital, but no one would have any 
conception of the difficulties of travel from 
one point of this field to the other. Dr. Mar- 
cial-Dorado spent the early part of the year 
visiting-for the first time Venezuela. In the 
autumn he returned to Spain to bring his 
family back with him to their new home. 

The report for the year shows a_circu- 
lation of 44,789 volumes: 7,956 Bibles, 
6,356 Testaments, and 30,477 portions. 
There are sub-Agents or representatives 
in Cuba, in the Dominican Republic, both 
the northern part and the southern part, 
iny Haiti, Guadeloupe, Martinique, and 
Venezuela. Under their superintendence 
16 colporteurs have been at work, aided 
by 32 correspondents and 2 volunteer 


workers. 
Mexico 


As in the case of the West Indies, so 
also in Mexico, this is the first full year 
of service of the new Agency Secretary, 
the Rev. A. H. Mellen. Mr. Mellen has 
taken up his work with great enthusiasm. 
A visit to the Bible House in New York 
for conference helped to acquaint him 
with the technicalities of his new work. 

His circulation for the year amounted to 
100,715 volumes: 5,852 Bibles, 6,093 Testa- 
ments, and 88,770 portions. This is an ad- 
vance over the preceding year of nearly 30,000 
volumes. He says: “The call for the Bible 
js increasing. For this there are two causes: 
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one, the steady growth of missionary work; 
the other, a great hunger for something to sus- 
tain the inner life of the soul in the trials and 
hardships of life.”’ 


Panama Canal and Central America 

As in all the Latin-American fields of 
the Society, the conditions have shown 
decided improvement since the close of 
the war. The Panama Canal is once more 
a thoroughfare for the commerce of the 
world, and the Bible House at Cristobal is 
a center of activity. The Rev. W. F. Jor- 
dan, Agency Secretary, has been out in his 
field superintending the development of 
the work, and has also visited the Bible 
House in New York for conference with 
the officers and with the committees. He 
reports for the year a total circulation of 
36,906 volumes: 4,968 Bibles, 3,907 Tes- 
taments, and 28,031 portions. Scriptures 
in 13 languages have been called for in this 
field. The total staff—Agents, sub-Agents, 
colporteurs, correspondents, etc.—amount- 
ed to 21 persons. 


La Plata 

The Rev. F. G. Penzotti has had a more 
hopeful and encouraging year in the La Plata 
Agency. War difficulties have given way to 
more normal conditions. The whole number of 
books putincirculation during 1919 reached the 
total of 36,543 volumes. Of these, 10,493 were 
Bibles, 9,656 Testaments, and 16,394 portions. 
In his inimitable English, Mr. Penzotti says: 


THE COLPORTEUR PACKS HIS PONY FORA JAUNT IN BRAZIL 


“The number of circulated books is quite a re- 
duced one. Nevertheless their effect in all the 
towns and villages is beyond all arithmetical 
rule”’ Mr. Penzotti’s field covered Argentina, 
Bolivia, Chili, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, and 
Uruguay, with headquarters at Buenos Ayres. 
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At the beginning of the year 1920 the field 
was divided and the Republics of Bolivia, 
Ecuador, and Peru were transferred to a new 
Agency for the West Coast of South America, 
which will be directed for the present from the 
Bible House, at Cristobal. 


Brazil 
This great republic is administered by a 
comity arfangement between the British and 
Foreign Bible Society and the American Bible 
Society. Certain states of the republic are 
allotted to one Society and certain states to 
the other. The Agency Secretary, the Rev. 
H. C. Tucker, D.D., reports a more encoura- 
ging year, ‘though the number of colporteurs 
employed has been limited and the activities 
of our correspondents greatly reduced, owing 
to the difficulty in supplying either funds or 
books.’”’ He writes: Many times during the 
year we were not able to furnish even a few 
copies to those who sent in requests for 
large supplies, and at times some of the 
colporteurs were without Scriptures for days 
or a week or two at a time. Our corre- 
spondents and a number of pastors and 
evangelists have reported that an increas- 
ing number of persons have privately and 
at the close of services asked for copies 
of the Bible.” 
The total circtilation for the year was 
47,488 volumes: 9,389 Bibles, 13,128 Testa- 
ments, and 24,971 portions, in 21 languages. 


Levant 
The Agency in the Levant has been cared 
for during the year in three sections, there 
being no one Agency Secretary responsible 
' for the whole field. No successor to Dr. Bowen 
has been chosen. 

The headquarters at Constantinople, in the 
Bible House, has been under the care of Mr. 
W. W. Peet, to whom the Society is under 
great obligations. He has had the assistance 
of Messrs. Cassapi and Shahbazian, who have 
long been familiar with the office administra- 
tion. 

The Syria section has been cared for by the 
Rev. Dr. F. E. Hoskins, with the co-operation 
of Mr. C. A. Dana; 

The Egyptian field has been cared for by 
Mr. Mikhail Bakhit, with the advice and help 
of Mr. C. S. Bell, of the American Mission. 

We have reports for circulation during the 
year from Mr. Peet, and from Mr. Bakhit. 

' Adding the two together the total circulation 
amounts to 49,643 volumes, of which 24,296 
volumes were circulated in Turkey and Asia 
Minor and 25,347 volumes in Egypt. This is 
far short of the old days, but there is hope for 
better things in the future. 
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Siam 

The circulation for the year is 90,264 volumes 
—a falling off from the preceding year. The 
Rev. Robert Irwin, however, states that ‘‘ prob- 
ably there is not an actual falling off, but 
owing to furloughs, transfers, broken health, 
and deaths in the mission fields, only a little 
over half of the supervisors have sent in re- 
turns of their work for the year.”” ‘No mes- 
sage has come,” he says, ‘“‘from the great 
regions of the Shan States and the Sip Sawng, 
Panna, Lakawn, and part of Chiengmai, and ; 
only the first three months’ distribution in 
Chiengrai and Nan.’ He has given much 
time to the training of colporteurs and to 
planning for advance work. 

It is interesting to note that 27 languages 
are used in these fields that seem so homogene- 


IN SIAM A BOAT IS USED IN THE WORK 


ous to one looking toward them from a dis- 
tance, and this enumerates six different kinds 
of Chinese as one language. 


China 

The year on this field has been on the whole 
more encouraging. Something was accom- 
plished in the way of filling up the empty 
shelves. Compared with the preceding year 
there was a marked increase in the number of. 
Scriptures printed, the total manufacture for 
1919 showing 24,000 Bibles, 16,000 Testaments, 
and 1,412,500 portions, or a grand total of 


1,452,500 volumes—which is an advance over 


the total of 878,000 volumes in 1918. The 
Rev. Dr. John R. Hykes, with headquarters 
at Shanghai, administers this field with five 
sub-Agents located at Peking, Canton, Kan- 
kow, Chungking, and Chengtu. 

The circulation for the year was 12,000 
Bibles, 31,078 Testaments, and 924,303 por- 
tions, a total of 967,381 volumes. ; 

The notable event of the year was the pub- 
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lication for the first time of the Mandarin 
Union Version in both the Shangti and Shen 
editions, and the Wenli Bible, Union Version, 
in both the Shangti and Shen editions. 


Japan 

The Rev. Karl E. Aurell has an interesting 
report for the year. Perhaps the most impor- 
tant fact in it is the transfer of the headquarters 
of the Society from Yokohama, where it had 
been for many, many years, to Tokyo. The 
Society was reluctant to leave its relationships 
in Yokohama; but it was compelled to remove 
from the building in which it had been so long, 
and a providential opening came to have its 
headquarters located on the Ginza, one of 
the most important streets in Tokyo. As 
Mr. Aurell says: “Tokyo is the center for all 
the enterprises of importance of this people. 
Learning that the headquarters is in the capital 
and located on a famous street like the Ginza 
gives the same a prestige to the Japanese mind 
everywhere equal to nothing else that might 
be done for it. We thank God, therefore, for 
this move, being convinced that the work of 
the Agency will progress with ever-increasing 
advance as the years go by.” 

The circulation for the year amounted to 
102,131 volumes, of which 6,806 are Bibles, 
44,510 Testaments, and 50,815 portions. 


Korea 

We have only a partial report to present 
this year. The Society’s work in Korea was 
concluded in March, 1919, owing to the ex- 
change of fields, already referred to in the 
Society’s literature, with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, by which the American 
Bible Society retired from Korea and the 
British and Foreign Bible Society from the 
Philippines. The circulation reported for the 
three months of work was 91 Bibles, 814 
Testaments, and 42,017 portions, or 42,922 
volumes in all. 

The Rev. S. A. Beck has been at home on 
furlough since March, 1919, and to the regret 
of the Society resigned from its service on the 
15th of January, 1920. Mr. Beck’s work for 
the Society has been of the highest order. 
He entered upon a difficult field and conducted 
its affairs with judgment and good spirit. 


Philippine Islands 

The Rev. J. L. McLaughin, the Agency 
Secretary, says: ‘‘ The outstanding event in the 
work of the Society during the year was the 
taking over the Philippine Agency work of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. In the 
early years both Agencies found sufficient work 
to do which taxed the resources of both Socie- 
ties. The urgent calls for the Scriptures in the 
various dialects offered a task of translation 
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and publications which kept both Societies 
busy. Now that the bulk of this work is 
completed and the first curiosity-prompted 
calls for the proscribed book have been filled, 
the new adjustment is clearly wise.” In the 
transfer the American Bible Society took over 
the building of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, located quite differently from its 
former office, and yet having certain advan- 
tages from its relation to the educational in- 
stitutions centering in Manila. 

The cirulation for the year amounted to 
77,259 volumes: 3,960 Bibles, 8,700 Testa- 
ments, and 64, 599 portions. 


Workers 

During the year 1919, a total of 799 persons 
(130 colporteurs and 669 correspondents) were 
recorded by the Foreign Agency Secretaries as 
participating in the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures, these figures not including the Agency 
Secretaries themselves. The nine Home 
Agency Secretaries report 272 workers (71 col- 
porteurs and 201 correspondents) as aiding 
them in the circulation of the Scriptures in the 
United States. From four foreign correspon- 
dents comes word that 11 workers (8 col- 
porteurs and 3 correspondents) assisted them. 
Of volunteer workers the Home Agencies re- 
port 315, the Foreign 454, and the foreign 
correspondents 23. The total of workers dur- 
ing the year thus far reported consists of 209 
colporteurs and 873 correspondents, or a total 
working force of 1,082—which, aided by 792 
volunteers, gives a total of 1,874 persons who 
have shared in this. important and gracious 
work. A comparison will show that this is 
an increase in correspondents and volunteers 
over the number reported as engaged in similar 
work during the previous year. 


Translation and Revision 
- We are not able to report as we had hoped 
the completion of the revision of the new 
Spanish Testament. The difficulties that have 
been referred to so often connected with send- 
ing communications to scattered members of 
the Committee have delayed this. 

The Four Gospels translated into Mukri- 
Kurdish by the Rev. Mr. Fossum, have been 
completed. 

The work of revision in the Siamese and 
Lahu Versions has been going forward. 

The memorable work of the year has been 
the completion of the revision of the Mandarin 
Version of the Bible, and the Wenli Version of 
the Bible in China. For a generation the 
translators representing the missionary and 
Bible Societies have been engaged upon these 
important tasks, and it is a pleasure to report 
this consummation of their work. 
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North American Students and World Advance 


HE Student Volunteer Convention has 

come to be the most significant single 
event in the student life of hundreds of young 
men and women in every generation of stu- 
dents. It is not difficult to understand why 
this is so, when one realizes the character of 
the meetings of these great conventions. 

The report of the convention at Des Moines, 
December 31, 1919, to January 4, 1920, has 
just come to hand, under the title ‘North 
American Students and World Advance.” It 
is a book of over 600 pages, and a glance at 
the table of contents impresses one with the 
comprehensiveness of the presentation of the 
challenge which is set before our young people 
in such a convention. It would seem impos- 
sible for any serious-minded young person to 
have been in the atmosphere and in the meet- 
ings of the convention without having seriously 
faced the problem of his own life work; and 
we can understand, from the slight review 
which we have thus far been able to give the 
book, why so many hundreds did respond in 
the dedication of their life to the missionary 
enterprise. 

Especially interesting to readers of the 
RECORD are some paragraphs from an address 
by Dr. S. M. Zwemer, the greatest living au- 


thority on missionary work among Moham- 
medans. In speaking of “the evangelistic 
opportunity of the Near East,” Dr. Zwemer 
said: 

“There are seven points which Christianity 
affirms and Islam denies. How can we bridge 
them? The first is the trustworthiness of the 
Scriptures; the second is the deity of Christ 
and the incarnation and resurrection; the 
third is the cruciality of the cross; the fourth 
is the place of Mohammed in history and 
therefore in life; the fifth is the sanctity of 
the home; the sixth is the sinfulness of. sin; 
and the seventh is the freedom of conscience. 

“The opportunities for evangelism are un- 
precedented in respect to every one of these 
seven points of difference. 

“In regard to the first point, Bible distri- 
bution has been carried on even during the 
war unhindered; and there never was such a 
demand for its production and circulation. 
Tens of thousands of Moslems are reading its 
pages and with amazement approving its high 
ethical standards. I have myself placed 
copies in the Azhar University and on the 
shelves of the Sultan’s library in Cairo. I 
have seen newsboys in the streets at seven 
o’clock in the morning reading it in groups.” 


The Greatest Job in the Country 


ESTIMONY as to the value of Bible work 

is not confined to those who are “doers 

of the Word and not hearers only.’”’ One of 

our Agency Secretaries records this incident in 

his report, which is published in the 1919 
Annual Report. 


Quite frequently enthusiastic supporters for 
our work were found among the non-religious 
class. One case in point occurred while the 
Secretary was riding on the train. Several 
men were telling what they were doing to help 
win the war. One man in particular was very 
profane in his boastful recital of sacrifices 
Americans were called upon to make. It 
chanced that he was nearing his destination 
and, standing in the aisle by my seat, asked 
what contribution I was making. I told him 
about my work and how we were trying to 


furnish a Testament for every soldier and 
sailor. I think everyone present expected an- 
other outburst of profanity; but instead he 
took my hand, looked squarely into my eyes, 
and in substance said: ‘‘From the language 
you heard me use you must think me a pretty 
bad man. But I want to tell you that I am 
not as bad in my heart as my language would 
indicate. The fact is, I know I am wrong. 
What the Book says is right!’ Tears came to 
his eyes and his grip on my hand tightened, 
and then he added: ‘‘I am getting off at this 
station, for I have a boy here in camp; and I 
want to tell you that of all the things we got 
for him there was nothing that has been such 
a comfort to all of us as one of those little 
Testaments. I tell you, the job you’ve got is 


the greatest job in the country, for without — 


that Book the world’will never have peace. 
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A Heroic Year* 


HE best way to commemorate 1620 is 

to make 1920 a heroic year. No finer 
tribute can be paid the Pilgrims by their 
Spiritual descendants than to exemplify their 
courage, their scorn of ease, their readiness to 
grapple with difficulties, their venturesome- 
ness, their perseverance, until their goal was 
reached. 

We may build a dozen handsome monu- 
ments; we may hold meeting after meeting; 
we may glorify the men of the “‘ Mayflower”’ in 
rations and poems, but if we, their children, 
fail to do this very year something definite, 
large and enduring in the interests of Christ’s 
kingdom on earth, something that calls for 
extra exertion, endurance, and sacrifice, we 
would better forego elaborate celebrations and 
cease to plume ourselves on our lineage. 

The essence of the Pilgrim spirit was heroism. 
It was not the heroism of the battlefield only, 
glorious as that is. It was not simply the 
heroism that laughs at the forces of nature when 
winter lets them loose. 

The heroism of the Pilgrims so evident on 
the physical side was even more conspicuous 
in the domain of morals and religion. They 
cared little for the merely spectacular; they 
had no idea that future generations would put 
them on a pedestal. But they attempted hard 
things for God, and accomplished them. They 
did their duty and a little more, and they kept 
on doing it. 

Religion tends to become static, timorous, 
crusted over with conventionality: Twentieth 
century Christians too often partake of the soft- 
ness and luxury of the age in which they live. 
A satirical English writer has recently com- 
pared a prevalent mood to-day with that of an 
earlier generation of believers. They used to 
go to church, he says, either on foot over 
rough trails or on horseback or in slow-mov- 
ing wagons exposed to all sorts of weather. 
They found on arrival a plain, bare, un- 
heated sanctuary, where they sang out of 
the depths of grateful and reverent hearts 
“Come we who love the Lord and let our 
joys be known.” 

“Not a few Christians to-day,” this writer 
goes on to say, “roll up to the church edifice 
in limousines. They find it warm and attrac- 


* Reproduced from the Congregationalist and Advance. 
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tive. They sit on comfortable cushions, and 
they pay a choir to sing for them ‘“‘Art thou 
wearied, art thou languid, art thou sore dis- 
tressed?”’ 

We see the exaggeration in the comparison, 
but let us not miss the lesson. Our religion, if 
it is worth anything to us and to the world, 
should impel us not to invent hardships, not 
to pose as martyrs, but to put into the day’s 
work the best that is in us to surmount ob- 
stacles, to find in ordinary tasks and rela- 
tionships the field for the display of extra- 
ordinary devotion and persistence. Then we 
shall be ready for the emergencies that are 
sure to come. 

Thank God that during this very anniversary 
year these special demands are coming to the 
church of Christ in America. Can any one 
think that, even when looked at charitably, the 
churches, generally speaking, are keyed up to 
the heroic note? When the 26,000,000 Protes- 
tant Christians in this country give only 
$240,000,000 annually for home expenses and 
benevolences, or an average of less than three 
cents a day per member, can any one affirm 
that judged by the financial test they are in 
the hero class? 

And when it comes to their spiritual in- 
fluence, is their impact so strong and so con- 
Stant upon education, business, amusements, 
politics, racial and industrial relationships, that 
all these great human interests are being per- 
meated with the spirit of Jesus? 

All the more opportune and providential is 
this anniversary. No church in which a spark 
of the Pilgrim and Puritan spirit still lives can 
shirk this year its duty or rest on its achieve- 
ments. This is our heroic year in American 
Christianity. We have hard things to do, and 
when we have done them, as with God’s help 
we shall do them, there will be harder and 
more heroic things to do in 1921 and 1922. 
But that is the normal programme of the 
Christian life. What else did we expect when 
we enlisted? And thereby we become sharers 
in the joy of our Lord. 

The world will be transformed when the fol- 
lowers of Christ match in ordinary times and 
ways the heroic qualities displayed in the 
physical realm by the average man when he 
is confronted with a great emergency. 
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Northern Baptist Convention and the American 
Bible Society 


T the recent sessions of the Northern Bap- 
tist Convention, held in Buffalo, New 
York, June 23-30, the greetings of the Society 
were brought and the Society’s work repre- 
sented by the Rev. C. A. McAlpine, Director 
of Publicity for the Society and himself a dele- 
gate to the Convention. The following reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted. In addi- 
tion, it might be noted that various allusions 
to the work of the American Bible Society by 
Baptist denominational leaders during the 
recent months show a fine spirit of appreciation 
of the Society’s work. 


Resolved, That we reaffirm our indorsement 


‘ 
of the work of the American Bible Society as 
expressed at the meetings of the Convention 
held at Denver in 1919, as follows: 

Resolved, That we record our deep sense of 
the value and necessity of the work of the 
American Bible Society and of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and that we favor the 
closest co-operative relations between these 
Societies and the various Baptist organizations, 
particularly the American Baptist Publication 
Society. 

Resolved, That we request the General Board 
of Promotion to consider what co-operative 
relations, if any, are desirable and practicable 
between the Northern Baptist Convention and 
the American Bible Society, and to report back 
to the Convention at its sessions in 1921. 


Notes and Comments 


E have received a copy of the beautiful 

official programme of the Hawaiian 

Missions’ Centennial held in Honolulu, April 

11-19, 1920. This was a worthy celebration of an 

important event in the progress of Christianity, 

and the programme is a booklet of permanent 
reference value. 

The part played by the American Bible So- 
ciety in the Christianizing of the Islands was 
fittingly recognized, as has been noted in Sec- 
retary Mell’s account in the May Recorp. 
The Society had an honorable place in the 
celebration as well as in the work celebrated. 


REFERRING to China’s new script The East 
and The West, the quarterly review of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, in its July number says: 

The principle embodied in the new script is to sub- 
stitute about forty letters, or rather symbols, repre- 
senting sounds for the many thousands of characters 
in which Chinese has formerly been written, At 
the present moment there are ninety-five million chil- 
dren of school age in China who are not at school, 
and the number of persons unable to read or write is 
nearly three hundred million. It is hard to conceive 
the change which will come over China when the 
majority of its population learns to read. 


The Scriptures are being printed in this script. 


“NEARLY all the enquirers in Moslem lands 
have first been led to Christ by means of a 
book or tract.” —Dr. Samupt M. ZweMer. 


Nor long ago the author of the following 


verses passed from earth, and a few facts 
about his life are sifting into the newspapers 
which did much to carry his fugitive poems to 
the hearts of the common people, for if he was a 
poet it was because he gave poetical expressions 
to the things they lived by. Years ago he wrote 
“The Anvil of God’s Word,”’ lines which are to 
be found in many a scrap-book. They are rep- 
resentative of the rugged artistry of his verse. 
Crude they may be in expression, but they have 
been repeated by some of the most eloquent of 
created lips. The passing of their author, who 
was a lawyer, lecturer, writer, preacher, and 
friend of man, makes this an appropriate occa- 
sion to reprint the verses which have traveled 
around the world again and again in the 
‘‘Poet’s Corner”’ of obscure newspapers. 


THE ANVIL OF GOD’S WORD 


Last eve I stood before a blacksmith’s door 

And heard the anvil ring its vesper chime; 
Then looking in I saw upon the floor 

Old hammers worn with beating years of time. 


“How many anvils have you had,” said I, 
“To wear and batter all these hammers so?” 
“Just one,’’ he answered; then with twinkling eye, 
“The-anvil wears the hammer out, you know.” 


And so the Bible, anvil of God’s Word, 
For ages skeptic blows have beat upon; 


~ And tho’ the noise of Paine, Voltaire, was heard, 


The anvil is unworn,—the hammers gone. 
Apprentice blows of ignorance, forsooth, 
May awe with sound, and blinding sparks death- 
whirled; : 
The Master holds and turns the iron, his Truth, 
And shapes it as he wills, to bless the world. 
—The Christian Advocate, p. 884. 
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New 
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OnE does not go to McSorley’s without a 
glimpse at that curious old red pile Bible 
House. It happened this way: Our friend 
Endymion was back from his vacation and we 
were trying to celebrate it in modest fashion. 
We were telling him all the things that had 
happened since he went away—that Bob Holli- 
day had had a fortieth birthday, and Frank 
Shay had published his bibliography of Walt 
Whitman, and all that sort of thing; and in 
our mutual excitement Endymion whisked too 
swiftly round a corner and caught his jacket 
on a sharp door-latch and tore it. Inquiring 
at Astor Place’s biggest department store as to 
where we could get it mended, they told us 
to go to ‘“‘Mr. Wright the weaver’’ on the 
sixth floor of Bible House, and we did so. 
On our way back, avoiding the ancient wire- 
rope elevator (we only know one other lift so 
delightully mid-Victorian, viz: one in Boston, 
that takes up upstairs to see Edwin Edgett, 
the gentle-hearted literary editor of the Boston 
Transcript), we walked down the stairs, peep- 
ing into doorways in great curiosity. The 
whole building breathes a dusky and serene 
quaintness that pricks the imagination. It is 
a bit like the shop in Edinburgh (on the corner 
of the Leith Walk and Antigua Street, if we 
remember) that R. L. S. described in ‘“‘A Penny 
Plain and Twopence Colored’’—“it was dark 
and smelt of Bibles.”” We looked in at the en- 
trance to the offices of The Christian Herald. 
The Bowling Green thought that what he saw 
was two young ladies in close and animated 
converse; but Endymion insisted that it was 
one young lady doing her hair in front of a 
large mirror. ‘Quite a pretty little picture,” 
said Endymion. We argued about this as we 
went down the stairs. Finally we went back 
to make sure. Endymion was right. Even in 
the darkness of Bible House, we agreed, ro- 
mance.holds sway. And then we found a book- 
shop on the ground floor of the Bible House. 
One of our discoveries there was ‘‘ Little Mr. 
Bouncer,” by Cuthbert Bede—a companion vol- 
ume to “‘Mr: Verdant Green.”’ That makes us 
wonder, who has our ‘‘Verdant Green’’?? We 
lent it, a couple of years ago, and never got it 
back.—Christopher Morley in the Evening Post. 


Two things, at least, are fundamental to 
any democracy: intelligence and character. 
In the former, India’s handicap is serious, 
indeed. How can there be real self-govern- 
ment, with nine-tenths of the population abso- 
lutely illiterate? As to character, the church 
can but believe that character apart from 
Christ is not possible. This is an extreme 
statement; but a close study of even nominally 
Christian lands will support it. Where we 
have failed in the public life and concerns 
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of America or England, we have failed be- 
cause men in high places have dared to walk 
and talk and legislate without Christ. To the 
extent that India is without Christ, the future 
of her home rule government is imperilled. 
The same may be said of any other land. 
But India has seen the face of Christ and 
knows him to an extent impossible to show in 
any statistics. The Bible is the best-known 
book of the land. It is read in countless thou- 
sands of Hindu and Mohammedan homes. In 
instances in untold numbers its precepts are fol- 
lowed in private life and are shaping public life. 
Let the words of a Hindu ascetic close these 
lines. He was dressed in the saffron robes of 
his class, and read from the pages of a Sanskrit 
book. A missionary met him and they en- 
gaged in conversation. They talked in the 
Hindi language, of the things that are eternal. 
Their words became a bond of sympathy be- 
tween them. Then the Hindu surprised the 
missionary by dropping his Hindi and speak- 
ing in fluent English. He put aside the Sans-. 
krit volume and from a bag took out a bundle 
carefully wrapped in cloth. This he undid, 
and produced a copy of the New Testament. 
Listen to his words—he seems to speak for India: 
“There is a difference between Christ and 
all the religions of India: all the others are 
passing away. Christ alone will remain.” 
Home rule is coming to India, and this 
demands a better India. The new spiritual 
forces that will transform the people and fit 
them for the larger, better day, are the su- 
premely important concern of her friends 
now. The day that India finds herself, spiri- 
tually, will mark a new era for Asia—perhaps 
for the world.—Brenton T. Bradley in World 
Outlook, July, 1920. 


J. T. Mottoy, of Merida, Yucatan, Mexico, 
writes in All the World for July of his experience 
in telling Bible stories. He says: 

One young lawyer, who has been a regular atten- 
dant, was quite skeptical when we first knew him; but 
he has become friendly to the idea of faith in God, 
and we were delighted to have him at church recently. 
This same man, once noting my frequent reference to 
the Bible and the readiness with which I could find — 


what I wanted, asked me, ‘‘Do you know that book 
by heart? ; 


_ How many of our readers could make this 
impression by their knowledge of the Bible? 


From the Mexico Agency: 


It is astonishing how the books are going out into 
all parts of the country. 

Yesterday came a call from the Rev. Mr. Newberry, 
a Southern Methodist missionary who lives in the 
city of Chihuahua, for a lot of books to go direct to _ 
a new colporteur that he is going to look after him- 
self, and the shelves of this agency are getting empty — 
very rapidly. Glory! Glory! Glory! Amen. 
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A Century-Old Press‘ 


HEN the first American missionaries 
went to Turkey they showed their 
good common sense in taking the printing 
press with them. On account of unsettled con- 
ditions in the Ottoman Empire, they at first set 
up their printing operations at Malta, then as 
now a British possession—a stronghold for world 
influence. This was early in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, and in 1922 the hundred years’ history 
will be completed. It was in 1834 that the 
first printing press was set up at Beirut in the 
premises now occupied by the American School 
for Girls. At that time the city of Beirut was 
scarcely more than a large village by the sea, 
subject to alarms by marauders from the 
mountains and from the sea. There was, so 
far as known, but one small printing press in 
all Syria, at Schweir in Mount Lebanon, which 
turned out the few religious books required for 
the services of the convents and churches of 
the land. 

Few people could read, and I have been told 
by old people still living that even in large 
villages, if by chance a letter were received, it 
was sometimes necessary to carry it to a neigh- 
boring village where someone had the requisite 
learning and skill to decipher its contents. In 
those days learning was a wonder, and a scholar 
was so rare as to be regarded as akin to a wizard 
and approached with awe. Schools, the most 
elementary, were even more rare than readers, 
but this day of beginnings has developed into 
the Syria of to-day, with its hundreds of schools 
grading from the kindergarten to the Beirut 
University with its academic and professional 
schools, shedding honor and immense credit 
upon the Presidents, Daniel Bliss and- Howard 
S. Bliss, father and son, the latter having just 
been laid to his rest, all too early in his useful 
career. 

Founded at Beirut, as has been said, in 1834, 
the American Press occupies premises hard by 
the Protestant Church and the American 
School for Girls, about the center of the city, 
a site most advantageous for publication. Here 
it has grown through the years by accretion, 
till it can grow no longer by that method, and 
now must plan for a new era of life and en- 
larged usefulness. It has had a most real 
history in these nearly hundred years, in which 


such lives as Eli Smith, Van Dyck, the brothers . 


Jessup (Henry and Samuel), Dennis, Post, and 
Eddy have been built as living stones in the 
history of Syria. 

With prophetic vision the veteran author of 
“The Land and the Book,’ Dr. William 
Thomson, declared in 1860 that the Arabic 
~ * Reproduced from All the World. 


press would be extended over 120° of longitude, 
from Masadore on the Atlantic to Peking in 
China. As early as 1874 this was literally ful- 
filled, and since then, with unresting flight, the 
two Americas, Australia, and the East Indies 
have been added to its field. Long before the 
time of Sinbad the Sailor, the Arabic-speaking 
peoples exploited the world in their voyages 
of discovery and for profit, and even yet in these 
our times they keenly rival the Anglo-Saxon 
race. [NoteE: Not many years ago I met 
a Syrian from Mount Lebanon, a man of 
unpretentious physique, who had crossed 
on foot the Uspallata Pass in the Andes 
no less than three times between Argentina 
and Chili.] 

Of all its achievements, the printing and pub- 
lication of the Arabic Bible has been the 
crowning work of the Beirut Press. Years of 
unrivaled scholarship at the hands of Dr. Eli 
Smith and Dr. Cornelius V. A. Van Dyck com- 
pleted one of the best versions of the Scriptures 
extant, and the printing of the whole Bible 
was finished in 1864, opening the Word of 
God to millions of the Arabic-speaking peo- 
ples. Since then it has been reprinted in up- 
ward of forty different forms and in many 
large editions of the whole Bible or parts of it. 
The best steam presses have been unable to 
meet the call for books. An almost world- 
wide demand has been the problem to cope 
with, and now that war conditions are passing 
away, the call for the Bible and other good 
books—religious, educational, and scientific— 
will grow by leaps and bounds. 

It must never be forgotten that during the 
darkness and stress of the war the American 
Press stood literally between multitudes of 
people and death from starvation. This was 
done by expanding its banking facilities, which 
negotiated millions of dollars. sent as succor 
by Syrians in foreign parts to their unhappy 
relatives, and in the great sums given outright 
by the benevolent of America for the relief 
work of the Red Cross and the Near East. In 
all this immense work the Press, overcoming 
all the manifold difficulties and dangers of the 
situation, acted as a clearing house, with im- 
mense credit to those who managed it. 

Arabic literature, once amazingly rich and 
copious, will spring again into new life and 
utterance as the new era develops its spirit 
and possibilities of progress. The Press must 
be ready for this renaissance and guide its 
spirit, making it worthy of the day of hope 
arising for these Eastern lands. Straitened in 
its buildings, crippled in its resources by the 
war, it confidently appeals to the liberality of 
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the friends of progress to make it even a greater 
power for good in the future than it has been 
in the past. 

Mr. Chas. C. Dana, the present head 
of the Press, wrote under date of Septem- 
ber 11, 1919: 

“‘T have sent to London to purchase supplies 
of every kind for the Press. It is impossible 
to tell you what an enormous demand there is 
these days. Weare besieged from every cor- 
ner for Arabic school books and literature of 
every kind. Last week’s mail brought book 
orders from three different towns in Persia; 
from Bagdad, Busrah, Muscat, Aden, Khar- 
tum, six different mission centers in Egypt; 
from Singapore, from the Philippines, from two 
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public libraries in America, from three Syrian 
communities in South America, from London, 
Paris, the Balkans, and Constantinople. 

“The total volumes ordered were upwards 
of 20,000, and the sad part ofall this is that we 
could furnish little more than half of what was 
ordered. More than this, we are being be- 
sieged from everywhere to print new things. 
The missions of Palestine are asking us to 
print for them 36,000 volumes. Then there is 
an enormous demand for dictionaries and lan- 
guage study books. We could have sold since 
July more than 5,000 copies of the American- 
English-Arabic Dictionary. The demand for 
religious literature, Bible study books especial- 
ly, is very large.” 


Edgar Allan Poe and the Bible* 


N the ‘‘Biblical Review” for July is an in- 
teresting and informing article on ‘Poe 
and the Bible”’ by Professor C. Alphonso Smith 
of the United States Naval Academy at 
Annapolis. 

Professor Smith calls to attention consider- 
able evidence to show Poe’s deep interest in 
the Bible, and his contributions to literature 
concerning the Book. 

Says Professor Smith: 

In spite of the vast amount of literature that 
has grown up at home and abroad about the 
name of Edgar Allan Poe, there has never been 
published a treatment of his attitude to religion 
and religious problems. The question is im- 
portant, not only because Poe is more widely 
read in foreign lands than any other American 
writer, but because his stories and poems either 
leave us in the dark on the great question or 
hint an attitude of apathy or denial which does 
not represent Poe’s own convictions. As in 
the case of Hawthorne, one must beware of 
confusing Poe with his own fictive characters. 

There is abundant evidence that, from early 
childhood when Poe went regularly to church 
with Mrs. Allan in Richmond, to that last hour 
when he asked Mrs. Moran from his deathbed 
whether she thought there was any hope for 
him hereafter, God and the Bible were funda- 
mental and central in his thinking. It is 
equally evident that, though living in a scepti- 
cal age, an age in which science seemed to be 
weakening the foundations of long-cherished 
beliefs, and. being himself an adept in scien- 
tific hypothesis and speculative forecast, Poe 
remained untouched by current forms of un- 
belief. More than this, he was a positive force 

* Reproduced from the Biblical Review for July, 1920. 


in the overthrow of scepticism and in the es- 
tablishment or re-establishment of faith and 
hope. 

It is hard to understand what Mr. Wood- 
berry means when he records the fact that 
Mrs. Moran read to the dying poet the four- 
teenth chapter of St. John’s Gospel and adds: 
“It is the only mention of religion in his entire 
life.” If the mere reading of the Bible to Poe, 
not by him, be construed as a “‘mention of 
religion’’ in his life, what shall be said of his 
own familiarity with the Bible, of his keen 
interest in Biblical research, of his oft-expressed 
belief in the truth of the Bible or of his final 
and impassioned defense, in ‘“‘ Eureka,’’ of the 
sovereignity of the God of the Bible? 

Poe’s intimate knowledge of the Bible might 
be traced in the many allusions that he makes 
to Bible history and Bible imagery, but more 
than mere knowledge is seen in the conscious 
and vivid imitation of Bible style that he 
achieves in many of his greatest prose passages. 
No one could have written “Shadow, a Par- 
able,” or “Silence, a Fable,’’ unless he had so 
communed with the Old Testament prophets 
as to catch both the form and the spirit of their 
utterance. In dignity and elevation of thought, 
in faultlessness of keeping, in utter simplicity 
of style and structure, Poe’s workmanship in 
these two selections alone would place him not 
only among the masters of English prose, but 
among the still smaller number of those whose 
mastery seems not so much a homage to an- 
cient models as an illumination from the same 
central sun. 

Poe’s interest in the discoveries that were 
beginning to throw new light upon many per- 
plexing problems in the Bible, was not the 
interest of the antiquarian. There was little 
of the antiquarian in his nature. It was the 
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interest of one who feels an instinctive fellow- 
ship with all forms of progressive thought. 

If he did not make literature out of the re- 
sults of Bible discovery in Oriental lands, he 
at least left on record his familiarity with the 
subject and his.prompt recognition of the part 
that such discoveries were destined to play in 
the interpretation of the Old and the New 
Testament. Though he did not live to greet 
any of the discoveries of Sir Henry Rawlinson, 
“the father of Assyriology,’’ Poe’s review of 
“Incidents of Travel in Egypt, Arabia Pe- 
traea, and the Holy Land,” by John Lloyd 
Stephens, the New Jersey lawyer, shows the 
spirit in which he would have welcomed the 
work of the great English Orientalist: 


Viewed only as one of a class of writings whose 
direct tendency is to throw light upon the Book of 
books, it has strong claims upon the attention of all 
who read. While the vast importance of critical and 
philological research in dissipating the obscurities and 
determining the exact sense of the Scriptures cannot 
be too readily conceded, it may be doubted whether 
the collateral illustration derivable from records of 
travel be not deserving at least equal consideration. 
Certainly the evidence thus afforded, exerting an en- 
kindling influence upon the popular imagination, and 
so taking palpable hold upon the popular understand- 
ing, will not fail to becomein time a most powerful be- 
cause easily available instrument in the downfall of 
unbelief. Infidelity itself has often afforded unwilling 
and unwitting testimony to thetruth. Itis surprising 
to find with what unintentional precision both Gibbon 
and Volney (among others) have used, for the purpose 
of description, in their accounts of nations and coun- 
tries, the identical phraseology employed by the in- 
spired writers when foretelling the most improbable 
events. In this manner scepticism has been made the 
root of belief, and the providence of the Deity has 


- been no less remarkable in the extent and nature of 


the means for bringing to light the evidence of his 


accomplished word, than in working the accomplish- 


ment itself. 


Later on in this review Poe avows his belief 
in the literal meaning and literal fulfilment of 
Bible predictions. The italics are, of course, 
Poe s* 

“We look upon the Jiteralmess of the understanding 
of the Bible predictions as an essential feature in 
prophecy—conceiving minuteness of detail to have 
been but a portion of the providential plan of the 
Deity for bringing more visibly to light, in after-ages, 
the evidence of the fulfilment of his word. No general 
meaning attached to a prediction, no general fulfil- 
ment of such prediction, could carry, to the reason 
of mankind, inferences so unquestionable, as its par- 
ticular and minutely incidental accomplishment. Gen- 
eral statements, except in rare instances, are sus- 
ceptible of misinterpretation or misapplication: de- 
tails admit no shadow of ambiguity. That, in many 
striking cases, the words of the prophets have been 


brought to pass in every particular of a series of 


‘minutiae, whose very meaning was unintelligible be- 
fore the period of fulfilment, is a truth that few are so 


utterly stubborn as to deny. We mean to say that, 
in all instances, the most strictly literal interpretation 
will apply. 


He inserts also in the same review his prof- 


fered emendation of Isaiah 34:10, quoting the 


nee 


Par 
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original Hebrew in Hebrew letters. Poe was 
very proud of this achievement and repeats 
his newly acquired Oriental lore several times 
in later years, though one must sympathize 
with him in his repetitions because the typo- 
graphical outfit was not again equal to the 
reproduction of the awesome and erudite He- 
brew originals. Of course, he has been called 
a charlatan and worse for intimating a knowl- 
edge of Hebrew which he did not possess. But 
surely his pride in the matter is pardonable. 
It was avery small hoax. Dr. Charles Anthon, 
of New York, had given him in a letter (June 
1, 1837) all the information that was needed, 
and Poe used it, making much of the Hebrew 
characters that Dr. Anthon had furnished. 
But Dr. Anthon’s letter was in answer to one 
from Poe, asking whether the emendation was 
borne out by the Hebrew text. Poe no- 
where claims familiarity with Hebrew or 
even originality in his proffered reading of 
PBC eLeKU: 

Summing up, concludes Professor Smith, may 
we not say that Poe’s work will enter upon 
a still wider stage of influence when it is re- 
garded, not as allurement to doubt and despair, 
but as an outcry against them? Is it not un- 
just to call him the poet laureate of death and 
decay in the sense in which we call Shelley 
the poet laureate of love, Wordsworth of 
nature, Tennyson of trust, or Browning of 
resolute faith? Poe did not love death; he 
did not celebrate the charms of doubt or of 
darkness or of separation. He abhorred them. 
The desolate lover in ‘‘The Raven” does not 
acquiesce in Nevermore. It flouts and belies 
every instinct and intuition of his heart. And 
in every poem and story of Poe’s over which 
blackness seems to brood, there is the unmis- 
takable note of spiritual protest; there is the 
evidence of a nature so attuned to love and 
light, to beauty and harmony, that denial of 
them or separation from them is a veritable 
death-in-life. Poe fathomed darkness, but 
climbed to the light; he became the world’s 
spokesman for those dwelling within the 
shadow, but his feet were already upon the 
upward slope. Out of it all he emerged victor, 
not victim. 

When I remember that Poe resented the 
charge of pantheism as keenly as that of 
atheism, when I recall that he ended his career 
as thinker and prophet with the chant, “All 
is Life—Life—Life within Life—the less within 
the greater, and all within the Spirit Divine,” 
the sunlight seems to fall upon “‘the misty 
mid-region of Weir,”’ even ‘‘the ghoul-haunted 
woodland of Weir;” and Edgar Allan Poe seems 
no longer our only autumnal genius, heralding 
an early winter, but the genius of winter itself, 
a late winter, with spring already at its heart. 
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An Appeal from China 


An appeal from the Executive Committee 
of the Nurses’ Association of China, urges the 
responsibility upon American Christians for 
seeing that a larger number of trained nurses 
is provided for China. Among other things the 
appeal says: 

‘We, the members of the Nurses’ Associa- 
tion of China, appeal to all Christian nurses 
in the homelands to reconsecrate themselves 
to God’s service, and obey his command, ‘Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature’, and ‘heal the sick: .. . freely 
ye have received, freely give.’ 

“With a population between three and four 
hundred millions of people, roughly speaking, 
between three and four hundred mission hos- 
pitals, and between three and four hundred 
missionary nurses, it will be seen at a glance 
how inadequate the service is for the care of 
the sick and suffering of China. 

‘“The women of China need you, the babies 
of China need you, and the Saviour of the 
world invites your co-operation in this great 
and pressing work.” 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
HE third stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and fifth year was held at 
the Bible House, Astor Place, New York, on 
Thursday, July 1, 1920, at 3:30 p.m., President 
Cutting in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Assistant Treasurer Darlington, who read from 
the thirty-second verse of the eleventh chapter 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, after which he 
offered prayer. 

The President announced the death of 
Mr. Foulke, the Treasurer, early that day, and 
recalled the words of Admiral Lord Fisher, as 
given in his ‘‘Memories and Records,”’ about 
the Shadow of Death: “‘ There could not be any 
shadow unless there was a bright light. The 
bright light is immortality.”’ 

President Emeritus Wood paid a warm trib- 
ute of appreciation to Mr. Foulke’s personal 
character and official service, in which he had 
always been a Christian gentleman. 

General Secretary Haven also spoke in high 
terms of Mr. Foulke as a fellow-worker and 
one who had a wide influence and circle of 
friends. | ; 

The officers of the Society were requested 
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to represent it at the funeral services. It was. 
voted that the Bible House be closed on the 
day of the funeral, Saturday, July 3rd. 

The President was authorized to appoint. 
three members of the Board to prepare a 
suitable memorial minute. He subsequently 
appointed E. Francis Hyde, William H. Klenke, 
and General Secretary Haven as such com- 
mittee. 

The minutes of the second stated meeting 


of the Board of Managers were presented and 


approved. 

The minutes of the standing committees 
were presented and approved. 

It having transpired that Mr. James Wood, 
President Emeritus, is planning to visit Eng- 
land during August, he was requested to con- 
vey the greetings of the American Bible 
Society to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society and present certain matters to it. 

The Rev. C. W. Allan of the Wesleyan 
Mission at Hangkow was elected an Honorary 
Life Member of the Society for his valuable 
and special work on the Mandarin Bible. 

The Board having learned of the death of 
Mrs. Loomis, wife of its former Agent in Japan, 
directed that a message of condolence be sent 
to Mr. Loomis. 

The Secretaries reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of June, 1920: 

To Panama Canal and Central America, 269 
volumes, valued at $197.13; to Japan, 700 
volumes, valued at $727.06; to Mexico, 5,566 
volumes, valued at $3,356.66; to the Philip- 


pines, 1,585 volumes, valued at $911.75; to 


West Indies, 2,418 volumes, valued at $1.279.74. 
The issues from the Bible House during the 
month were 122,302 volumes. 
The meeting was adjourned. 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 
Your money may be lost if you enclose in an ordinary 
letter silver coin, bills, or postage stamps. 
THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR: 
1. Register the letter in which you send bills or postage 
stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter for ten cents. 
2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 
3. Send it by an Express Company's money order. 
4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 


Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and make the — 


check, draft, or order, payable toThe Treasurer, American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 


' FORM. OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, the sum of ———_———,, to be applied 
to the charitable uses and purposes of said Society. 


Deceased Life Members 
Miss M. E. Welsh, Kelso, Tenn. 
James W. Treadwell, Flushing, N. Y. 
Mrs. Agnes B. Hatch, Muscatine, Iowa. 


re 


RECEIPTS IN JUNE, 1920 


LEGACIES 


Moore, Estate of Mrs. Alice 
picChung, late of Lexington, 


CRSA corre te 0 ee $500 00 

Patterson, Amos, late of Center- 
RUE LO WAS clos x ncice secs can 294 24 
$794,24 


SPECIAL ENDOWMENT 
Cooper, Chas. Howell......... $100 00 


GIFTS SUBJECT TO LIFE IN- 
TEREST 


Amounts received during the 
LL es 2 ae $12,400 00 


AUXILIARY SOCIETIES 
7 Credited Credited 
as Donations on Ace’t 


DAMIRS hse cs ann $45 00 
$214 00 


ee cs 428 59 
oe ye 125 00 : 
See 21 48 


74 22 
188 45 

25 00 

i 50 00 

a i ea 17 15 


Credited Credited 
as Donations on Ace’t 
Oshkosh City Welsh, 
i eS ee 129-63 
Ottawa Welsh, 
INGER ey. cha ic ara 69 00 
St. Charles, Mo.... 22 00 
St, Louis; Mo......: 277 54 
$2,274 67 
Received on Dona- 
tion Account... . 708 85 
$2,983 52 
HOME AGENCIES 
CWE NAL CAD ne Fea PS 2S awe or $2,665 87 
GON Grae eens. <. Steen eis 1,507 22 
Colored People of the U.S 1,549 81 
BAREIS te cs, :'ns'ay ace ae 640 6 
Worth westertis.... 0554 cesses 2257 22 
RUC AES | RRO lis is mache 1,491 43 
SSUUUE A GLEELC., «ot Canes erie els 1,528 43 
BOUUH WESTER 2... gushes 2,032 17 
RWVERUON ghciass-1 5 cafe eeneranta 830 2 
at $16,503 03 


From Home Agencies and Included 
in Home Agency Receipts 
Donations from Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Societies: G 


Pennsylvania Bible Society. . $700 53 
oc a Female Bible 
yt ya nnsci oR 150 00 
ont ‘rom pemusclas and Or- aoe 
Dy in, 0 SE 15238 12 
Gifts f ate Individuals and 
148 66 


Other Sources... .....cchoees «+ 


RETURNS FROM SCRIPTURES 
DONATED 
Presbyterian Board of Publi- : 
cation and Sabbath School aa 
Work, Sunday School and 
Missionary Dept., Philadel- 
Vf EM EO ey OST 6 ore: ee y 


CASH STATEMENT FOR JUNE, 1920 


RECAPITULATION 
Ta aCls cic wiry baa ote Se ar ee $794 24 
Trust Funds Permanent....... 100 00 
Trust Funds Subject to Life 
WrWerestises vein oa woe 12,400 00 
Auxiliary Bible Societies on 
Book Account. ...5..0.5.55 2,274 67 
Auxiliary Bible Societies on 
Donation Account.......... 708 85 
Home Agencies. .......0.00-. 16,503 03 
Returns from Scriptures Do- 
MACE.» A Wer eRe eh eres 18 16 
$32,798 95 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Alden Mem’] Fund,.......... $14 84 
Army and Navy Bible Fund... 200 00 
Available Investments.......! f 3,719 81 
Bible House Rentals.......... 6,973 35 
Bible Society Record......... 11 00 
Burt Legacy sy ocho. aaa eoe 617 20 
Diffusion of Information...... 30 
Gifts from Churches and Or- 
PANIGALODSy sot atheists chs eerie 21,201 02 
Gifts from Individuals and 
Other Sourcesssnn one cee 5,400 30 
Interest on Available Funds... 53, 29 
Investments Subject to Life 
ee TMLOTOSE ys assis so nin SCOTS 5,692 46 
Ogee Leracy ac trdnc ei series 213 77 
Perpetual Trust Funds........ 11,316 25 
Sales of Waste Materials...... 120 18 
MalesrOom.c 5 hose ey «Wms roca 2,159 93) 
OMGPICS = aa toncro dine er eiare aeraiole 1 50 
hayeriGaltr sciences « a oaks 122 50 
The. Trade. SAvcrtact ania 1,677 81 
Trust Funds Invested......... 75 00 
$60,170 51 
- Total Cash Receipts.......... $92,969 46 


RECEIPTS 


DISBURSEMENTS 


For hea wad Department — Materials, 

‘S BEES, CbCy js stools «eee cee eae eRe 
“ Salesroom....7. ae seat es 
“ 2 - 


‘These three books have been 4 ae 


In the Name of God, Amen 


“In the Name of God, Amen” 


Is the title of a handbook offered by the American Bible 
Society in connection with the tercentenary of the 
Landing of the Pilgrims. It has: been prepared for 
the occasion by Mr. Charles Stelzle and is rich in 
material about the Pilgrims, their principles and their 
policies. It is invaluable to ministers who plan to 
celebrate the Pilgrim Tercentenary. 


“A Lattle Journey to Plymouth” 


Has been prepared by the same author and will be aval 
able for free distribution in churches observing May- 
flower Universal Bible Sunday, on November 28, 1920. 


“The Bible and the Pilgrims” 


A Dramatic Service of the Bi le, prepared especially : for 
the American Bible Societ by Percy MacKaye, is _ 

also available. It is a service of rare beauty, exalting i 

the power of truth. It is S Bt pping, popes 
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